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that it would entail a difficult and expensive 'pacification'
afterwards. In his opinion the problem could best be solved by
the succession of the Nyaungyan Prince, who was high-minded
and intelligent. Unfortunately in the following year the prince
died, and at almost the same time French policy towards Burma
took a decided turn, which forced Britain to abandon the
attitude of 'forbearance',
Thibaw's volte face over the Manipur negotiations seems to
have been the result of a decision to resume relations with
France. He knew that Britain had become extremely uneasy
about French activities on the Mekong and their penetration
into Annam and Tongking. He imagined that he could play off
the French against the British. It never occurred to him that in
the dangerous world of power politics, in which he was living,
his only chance of survival as an independent monarch lay in
cultivating British friendship: that an approach to France might
force the British to depose him.
In May 1883 he sent a mission to tour Europe, ostensibly
for the purpose of collecting information regarding industry
and science. Its real object was to seek an agreement with
France for the import of arms. Jules Ferry, the French Foreign
Minister and the guiding spirit in the French movement of
expansion in Indo-China, was asked by the British Ambassador
to guarantee that, in the event of a Franco-Burmese agreement
being concluded, no facilities would be granted for the purchase
of arms, and gave full assurances. In January 1885 Ferry in-
formed the British Ambassador that a purely commercial treaty
had been concluded with Burma, that it involved the appoint-
ment of a French consul at Mandalay, but contained no
military or political clauses.
This announcement put the British very much on the
alert. In May M. Frederic Haas arrived in Mandalay to take up
his duties as consul, and it soon became obvious that very
extensive concessions, clearly opposed to British interests, had
been promised, and that even more were in the air. In July the
Secretary of State for India told the Indian Government that
under the terms of the agreement the French were to establish a
bank at Mandalay and to finance the construction of a railway
from Mandalay to Toungoo in British Burma.